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Disclaimer

The preparation of this document was funded in part by the United States Department of
Transportation with funding administered through the Minnesota Department of

Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration.

Additional funding was provided locally by the member jurisdictions of th e Saint Cloud Area
Planning Organization: Benton County, Sherburne County, Stearns County, City of Sartell,

City of Sauk Rapids, City of Saint Cloud, City of Saint Joseph, City of Waite Park, LeSauk

Township, and Saint Cloud Metropolitan Transit Commission (Saint Cloud Metro Bus). The
United States Government and the State of Minnesota assume no liability for the contents or
use thereof.

This document does not constitute a standard, specification, or regulation. The United

States Government, the State of Minnesota, and the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization
does not endorse products or manufacturers. Trade
therein only because they are considered essential to the objective of this document.

The contents of this document reflect the views of the authors, who are responsible for the
facts and the accuracy of the data presented herein. The contents do not necessarily reflect
the policies of the State and Federal departments of transportation.
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Public Notice of Rights Under Title VI

The Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization (APO) hereby gives public notice that it
is the policy of the APO to fully comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and the Civil Rights  Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on
Environmental Justice, and related statutes and regulations in all programs and
activities. Title VI assures that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, or
national origin, be excluded from partic ipation in, be denied the benefits of, or
otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which the
APO receives Federal financial assistance. Any person who believes they have been

aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice b y the APO has a right to file a
formal complaint with the APO, MnDOT or the U.S. DOT. Any such complaint must be
in writing and filed with the APOO6s Title VI Complianc:

eighty (180) days following the date of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For
more information, or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination Complaint Form, please see
the Saint Cloud APO website  (www.stcloudapo.org) or you can view a copy at our
offices at 1040 County Road 4, Saint Cloud, MN 56303.

A complaint may also be submitted to Minnesota Department of Transportation

Office of Civil Rights by submitting an online com plaint form
(https://lwww.dot.state.mn.us/civilrights/nondiscrimination -complaint -form.html ) or
by calling 651 -366-3071.

Ogaysiis Guud Ee Xuquugda Xuquuqgda VI

Ururka Qorsheynta Deegaanka ee Cloud Cloud (APO) wuxuu halkan ku siinayaa
ogeysiis dadweyne in ay tahay sharciga APO in ay si buuxda u hoggaansanto
Cinwaanka VI ee Xuquugda Madaniga ee 1964 iyo Sharciga Soo -celinta Xuquuqda
Madaniga ee 1987, Amarka Fulinta 12 898 ee ku saabsan Cadaaladda Deegaanka, lyo
gaynuunada iyo gawaaniinta la xiriira barnaamijyada iyo nashaadaadka. Cinwaanka

VI wuxuu xagiijinayaa in gofna, sabab asal, midab, ama asal garan ah, laga reebi
doonin kageybgalka, loo diidi doonin faa'iidooyinka, ama haddii kale lagula takoorin
barnaamij kasta ama waxgabad ee APO ay ku hesho kaalmada maaliyadeed ee
Federaalka . Qof kasta oo aaminsan inuu ka xanaaqay fal sharci darro ah oo takoor

ay ku sameysay APO wuxuu xaq u leeyahay inuu dacwad rasmi ah u gudbiyo APO,
MnDOT ama US DOT. Cabasho kasta oo kale waa inay ahaataa mid goraal ah lagana
xaraystaa maareeyaha u hoggaansamida cinwaankeeda ee 'APO' VI VI waa boqol iyo
siddeetan (180) maalmood gudahood taarikhda dhacday markii la sheegay in ay
dhacday midabtakoor. Macluumaad dheeri ah, ama si aad u hesho Foomka Cabashada
Kala-Takoorida Cinwaan ee 'VI kalasooc Foom', fadlan ka eeg bogga internetka ee

'‘Cloud Cloud APO' (www.stcloudapo.org) ama waxaad ka arki kartaa nuqul
xafiiskayaga 1040 County R oad 4, Saint Cloud, MN  56303.

Cabashada ayaa sidoo kale waxaa loo soo gudbin karaa Waaxda Gaadiidka ee
Minnesota Xafiiska Xuguugda Madaniga ah iyadoo la soo dirayo foom cabashada ee

khadka internetka  (https://www.dot.state.mn.us/civilrights/nondiscriminati on-
complaint -form.html) ama iyada oo la soo wacayo 651 -366 -3071.


https://www.dot.state.mn.us/civilrights/nondiscrimination-complaint-form.html
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Aviso Publico De Derechos Bajo El Titulo 4

La Organizacion de Planificacion del Area de Saint Cloud (APO eninglés) da un aviso
publico con la presente de que es politica de la APO el cumplir plenamente con el

Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964 y de la Ley de Restauracion de

Derechos Civiles de 1987, de la Orden Ejecutiva 12898 sobre la Justicia Ambiental, vy
los estatutos y reglamentos relacionados en todos los programas y actividades. El
Titulo VI asegura que ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color o nacionalidad,

podra quedar excluida de la participacion en, se le podran negar los beneficios de, o

de algin modo podra ser objeto de discriminacién envirtud de cualquier programa o
actividad por la cual la APO recibe asistencia financiera Federal. Cualquier persona

que cree que ha sido perjudicada por una practica discriminatoria ilegal por la APO

tiene el derecho de presentar un reclamo formal con la APO MnDOT o U.S. DOT.

Cualquiera de estos reclamos debe ser por escrito y debe ser presentado ante el

Gerente de Cumplimiento del Titulo VI de la APO dentro de los ciento ochenta (180)
dias naturales siguientes a la fecha en que la presunta ocurrencia discriminatoria.

Para obtener mas informacién, o para obtener un Formulario de Reclamo por

Discriminacion del Titulo VI, por favor, dirigete al Sitio web de la APO de Saint Cloud
(www.stcloudapo.org) o puedes ver una copia en nuestra oficina en 1040 County
Road 4, Saint Cloud, MN 56303.

También se puede presentar una queja a la Oficina de Derechos Civiles del

Departamento de Transporte de Minnesota enviando un formulario de queja en linea
(https://www.dot.state.mn.us/civilrights/nondiscrimination -comp laint -form.html) o
llamando al 651 -366-3071.

Public Notice of R ights Under Title 1

The Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization (APO) herby gives public notice that it is the

policy of the APO to fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 19 90 (ADA) and
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Rehabilitation Act) and related statutes and regulations in all
programs and activities. Title 1l of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires all

state and local government agencies to take appropriate steps to ensure that

communications with applicants, participants, and members of the public with disabilities

are as effective as communications with others. Any person who believes they have been

aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by the A PO has a right to file a formal
complaint with the APO, MnDOT, or the U.S. DOT. Any such complaint should be in writing

and contain information about the alleged discrimination such as name, address, phone

number of complainant, and location, date, and des cription of the problem. Alternative

means of filing complaints, such as personal interviews or a tape recording of the complaint,
will be made available as a reasonable modification for persons with disabilities upon

request. Complaints should be submitted by the complainant and/or his/her/their designee

as soon as possible but no later than sixty (60) calendar days after the alleged
di scriminatory occurrence and should be filed with the
information, or to obtain a Discrimination Complaint Form, please see the Saint Cloud APO

website (www.stcloudapo.org) or you can view a copy atour offices at 1040 County Road 4,
Saint Cloud, MN 56303.


https://www.stcloudapo.org/
https://www.stcloudapo.org/
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Ogaysiis Guud Ee Xugquugda Xuquuqda 1

Hay'adda Qorsheynta ee Saint Cloud Area Organisation (APO) waxay siisaa ogeysiis
dadweyne inay tahay siyaasada APO inay si buuxda ugu hoggaansanto Sharciga Naafada
Mareykanka ee 1990 (ADA) iyo Sharciga Baxnaaninta 1973 (Sharciga Baxnaaninta) iyo
gawaaniinta iyo gawaaniinta la xirira Dhammaan ba rnaamijyada iyo nashaadaadka.
Qodobka Il ee Sharciga Naafada Mareykanka (ADA) wuxuu u baahan yahay dhammaan
hay'adaha gobolka iyo kuwa maxalliga ah inay gqaadaan tillaabooyinka ku habboon si loo

hubiyo in xiriirka lala yeesho codsadayaasha, ka geybgalayaash a, iyo xubnaha bulshada
naafada ah ay u la mid yihiin sida xiriirka lala yeesho kuwa kale. Qof kasta 0o aaminsan inuu

ka xanaagay fal sharci darro ah oo takooris ah 0o ay sameysay APO wuxuu xaq u leeyahay

inuu dacwad rasmi ah u gudbiyo APO, MnDOT, ama US D OT. Cabasho kasta oo noocan 00
kale ahiwaa inay ahaataa mid qoraal ah 00 ay kujirto macluumaad ku saabsan takoorida la

soo sheegay sida magaca, cinwaanka, taleefan lambarka cabashada, iyo goobta, taariikhda,
iyo faahfaahinta dhibaatada. Hab kale oo lagu xareeyo cabashada, sida wareysiyada
shagsiyeed ama cajalad duuban cabashada, ayaa loo heli doonaa sidii wax

looga badali karo macquul ahaan dadka naafada ah markii la codsado. Ashtakooyinka waa

in ay soo gudbiyaan cabashada iyo / ama wakiilkiisa / wakiilkiisa sida ugu dhakhsaha badan
ee suurtogalka ah laakiin aan ka dambayn lixdan (60) maalmood taariikhi ah ka dib dhacdada

la xirirta midab kala sooca waana in lagu fayl gareeyaa Agaasimaha Fulinta APO. Macluumaad
dheeri ah, ama si aad u hesho Foomka Cabashada Kala-Takoorida, fadlan eeg bogga
internetka ee 'Cloud Cloud APO' (www.stcloudapo.org) ama waxaad ka arki kartaa nuqul
xafiiskayaga 1040 County Road 4, Saint Cloud, MN 56303.

Aviso Publico De Derechos Bajo El Titulo 1

La Organizacion de  Planificacion del Area de Saint Cloud (APO en inglés) da un aviso publico con la
presente de que es politica de la APO el cumplir plenamente con la Ley sobre los Estadounidenses con
Discapacida d de 1990 (ADA en inglés) y con la Ley de Rehabilitacién de 1973 (Ley de Rehabilitacién) y
con los estatutos  y reglamentos en todos los programas y actividades. El Titulo Il de la Ley sobre los
Estadounidenses con Discapacidadde 1990 (ADAen inglés) requiere que todas las agencias de gobierno
estatales y locales tomen las medidas adecuadas para asegurar que la comunicacion con los aplicantes,
participantes y miembros del publico con discapacidades sea tan efectiva como la comunicacion con

otro s. Cualquier persona que cree que Cualquier persona que cree que ha sido perjudicada por una
practica discriminatoria ilegal por la APO tiene el derecho de presentar un reclamo formal con la APO

MnDOT o U.S. DOT. Cualquiera de estos reclamos debe ser por e scrito y debe contener informacion
sobre la presunta discriminacion tales como el nombre, Ila direccién, el nimero de teléfono del
denunciante, y la ubicacién, la fecha y la descripcién del problema. Los medios alternativos de presentar

un reclamo, tales co mo una entrevista personal o una grabacién de audio del reclamo, estaran
disponibles como una modificaciéon razonable para las personas con discapacidades a peticién. Los

reclamos deben ser presentados por el denunciante y/o su persona designada tan pronto como sea
posible pero no mas tarde de sesenta (60) dias naturales después de la presunta ocurrencia
discriminatoria y deben ser presentados ante el Director Ejecutivo de la APO. Para obtener mas
informacion, o para obtener un Formulario de Reclamo por Disc riminacion, por favor, dirigete al Sitio
web de la APO de Saint Cloud (www.stcloudapo.org) o puedes ver una copia en nuestra oficina e 1040
County Road 4, Saint Cloud, MN 56303
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Resolution 202 2-11
Adoption of the 202 2 Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization Stakeholder

Engagement Plan
Remainder of page left intentionally blank
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T. 320.252.7568 F. 320.252.6557

SAINT CLOUD AREA PLANNING ORGANIZATION
Adoption of the 2022 Stakeholder Engagement Plan
RESOLUTION 2022 -11

WHEREAS, the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization is the body responsible for making
transportation policy decisions and for directing the transportation planning and funding
programming  within the Saint Cloud urbanized area; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation requires each Metropolitan Planning
Organization such as the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization to carry out metropolitan
transportation planning in their given urbanized area to prepare and maintain a 20 -year
transportation plan for that area; and

WHEREAS, the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization, a Metropolitan Planning
Organization, is a sub -recipient of Federal Highway Administration funds through the
Minnesota Department of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization is committed to compliance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 in which discrimination on the basis of race,
color, and national origin is prohibited in programs and activities receiving Federal
financial assistance by  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; and

WHEREAS, the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization will provide meaningful access to
services for persons with limited English proficiency; and

WHEREAS, all recipients and sub  -recipients of Federal Highway Administration funds

including Metropolitan Planning Organizations such as the Saint Cloud Area Planning
Organization arerequired tohave aTitle VIprogram documenting compliance with Title
VI regulations and in accordance with Title 49 CFR Section 21.9(b); and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs (I1IJA) Act ,
the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization shall provide citizens, affected public
agencies, representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers,

providers of freight transportation services, private providers of transportation,

representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian
walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, and
other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the

transportation plan and all activities during the planning process; and

WHEREAS, the 2022 Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization draft Stakeholder
Engagement Plan was opened to public and agency comment for a 45 -day comment
period, and comments have been transmitted to the Saint Cloud Area Planning

Organization Policy Board and incorporated into the document as appropriate;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Saint Cloud Area Planning
Organization Policy Board approves the Stakeholder Engagement Plan for submission to
the Minnesota Department of Transportation.
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true and correct copy of the Resolution

presented to and adopted by the Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization at a duly authorized

meeting thereof, held on the 13™ day of October 2022, as shown by the minutes of said meeting
in my possession.

ATTEST:

Joe Perske, Chair Brian Gibson, Executive Director

Date Date
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W orking Together

A Plain-Language Summary of the
Saint Cloud Area Planning Or gani z a Stakehvldes Engagement Plan

During the late 1950s and early 1960s, the United States saw a huge push to complete the
Eisenhower Interstate System. With the Federal Government providing large grants to

states across the country to build these roadways, many state engineers T under pressure
to minimize costs i made decisions ab out where the interstate highways would be built

without any discussion with the residents who lived there or the local leaders of towns,

cities, or counties that would be impacted by those decisions.

However, in 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed into law the Federal -Aid Highway Act
which reshaped the transportation planning process. Now, as a condition to getting Federal
transportation funding, project development in areas of over 50,000 residents must be

based on a continuous and comprehensive urban transportation planning process that is

done cooperatively between the states and local governments. Simply put, if Federal money
is going to be involved in building (or maintaining) roadways, decisions need to be

discussed and voices need to be heard.

To ensure that these discussions relating to transportation are done, the Federal -Aid
Highway Act established what are known today at Metropolitan Planning Organizations

(MPOs). In the metropolitan area of Saint Cloud, the MPO is the Saint Cloud Area Planning
Organization (APO).

One of the key roles of the APO, as defined in Federal regulation, is to coordinate with the

local cities and counties to develop a long -range (at a minimum 20  -year) surface

transportation plan known as the Metropolitan Trans portation Plan or MTP. This

transportation  plan, along with other transportation planning documents, such as the short -

term Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), are developed cooperatively with a

variety of partners working together to improve our re gionbés transportation syste

But public input is a key component of every good planning document.

The Stakeholder Engagement Plan I SEP T isthe roadmap for APO staff, advisory

committees, and decision -makers on how to engage and reach the community in a way that
ensures all community members are given anequal and equitable opportunity to participate
in the process.

The SEP is a one-stop -shop for the A P O ublic engagement process which satisfies several
Federal requirements of MPOs including: the public participation plan, the Title VI plan, and
the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) plan.

The APO is committed to coordinated planning T in a fair and mutually beneficial manner T
on select issues transcending jurisdictional boundaries for the betterment of the entire Saint
Cloud metropolitan planning area. To accomplish this mission, the APO relies heavily on

ensuring that coordinated planning efforts involve meaningful public input and that input is

a factor in the decision  -making proce ss behind the development of every plan and program

the APO does.
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While techniques on the handling of public participation are developed at the local MPO
level, there are Federal and state requirements that dictate specific rules for MPOs to follow
in order to help ensure everyone who wants to participate in the process is able.

The policies of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 along with Title Il of the Americans

with Disabilities  Act (ADA) of 1990 prohibit the APO from discriminating against people on

the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or physical disability. Because the APO

receives funding from the Federal government to carry out its transportation planning, the
APO must comply w ith these T and other 7 regulations. Anyone who feels the APO has
discriminated against them based on these regulations has a right to file a complaint.

Specific complaint procedures can be found in Chapter 7 and Appendix C  of the SEP.

Using these Federal and state requirements, the APO has developed three specific goals
when it comes to getting the community involved in the regional transportation planning
process:

1. Opportunities for Involvement. Provide early, accessible, and continuous
opportunities  for public involvement from a diversity of stakeholders and interested
public.

2. Access to Information. Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy

information used in the development of plans and projects.
3. Review of Materials. Provide a reasonable amount of time to review materials and
comment prior to adoption of any plan or amendment.

A list of strategies has been developed for each of these goals and serves as a guide for
APO staff on how to achieve meaningful part icipation. More information on this can be found
in Chapter 3 of the SEP.

Providing the public an opportunity to review information is one thing. Breaking down

complex information into an easily -understood form and letting the community know about
it is another. The SEP details some of the public involvement techniques APO staff use to

reach out to members of the community such as (but not limited to) public meetings, the

news media, the APO website, social media, surveys, and ensuring accessi ble meeting
locations. APO staff are continuously working to come up with new ways to reach out to

people including exploring how virtual platforms will shape the future of community

outreach.
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Public Engagement at the APAR.

SAINTCLOUD | AREA PLANNING ORGANIZATIO!

The APO strives to provide opportunities for citizens to help shape the region’s future thorugh an early, open, and active
engagement process so decision-makers understand and incorporate civic insights. For a more detailed look at the APO’s
policy of public engagement, please reference the Stakeholder Engagement Plan (https://bit.ly/38qw1KF).

What Types of Materials Are Provided?

b i

How Can I Find Out About
Engagement Opportunities?

How Long Is Your
Public Comment

Period? Documents Surveys

Mini
30 Day
Public Input

130

Visuals

Where Can I Learn
More/Get Involved?

ﬁ Social Media

{53 YouTube

ﬁ@'@, Interested Persons

@‘@Gﬂ Email List

Newspaper

(www| Website I fo— I In-Person or
™ Virtual Public Meetings

Contact APO Staff with Your Questions, Comments, Concerns, and Input

EMAIL

admin@stcloudapo.org

IN PERSON
At the office
Other engagement events

PHONE
320.252.7568

MAIL
1040 County Road 4
Saint Cloud, MN 56303

Artwork courtesy of: Becris, Freepk, geotata, smalliveart, surang, and Those lcons,

A simplified graphic of the A P O dublic engagement
smalllikeart, surang, and Those Icons.

strategies. Artwork courtesy of Becris, Freepik, geotatah,

The SEP public engagement roadmap is consulted before a study or planning process is
undertaken and is reviewed while a study is being developed up until the Afinal
has been reached. APO staff also does an annual self-evaluation on the quantity and quality
of public engagement to help staff improve efforts to reach out to the community.

The purpose of public involvement is to make better decisions, create a better
and decrease the time required to implement transportation decisions by 1) facilitating a
dialogue with a broad cross  -section of citizens during the planning process, 2) organizing
and recording information and other input for consideration and use by staff, planning
partners, and the Board, and 3) informing citizens of the impact their input has on the
development of regional policies and priorities.

end product,

The public engagement strategies identified earlier are put into practice at the APO by staff,
advisory committees, and the Policy Board who work to develop planning documents such
-term

desti

as the Federally -required long
programming document (the

-range transportation plan (the MTP) and the short
TIP). Public engagement is also a critical component of other

APO planning documents and consultant

-led planning and corridor studies. A more detailed

look at this process as it relates to planning documents can be found in Chapter 5.

Providing opportunit ies for input is important,

but how does APO staff know if all people are

being reached? As part of the Title

VI section of the SEP, APO staff collect data from the

U.S. Census Bureau and the Ce n s uAnferican Community Survey Five Year Estimates to
map the demographic makeup of our community. Maps and analysis are compiled on Black,
Indigenous, and People -of-Color ( BIPOC) populations; households with low income ; people
with disabilities ; languages spoken in the home; access to a motor vehicles; an d age (65
and older and 18 and younger). By doing this, APO staff have a better understanding of

nat i

(o]
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who lives inour region and can work to make sure that all communities in our region have
an equitable opportunity to provide their input and influence the decision -making process.

Coupled with Census data collection, APO staff also solicit demographic data from those

who participate in the APO6s public engagement events.
means, APO staff have a better understanding of not only who lives in our region, but who

is currently participating in our various outreach events. This information will be used to

ensure that all communities in our region have an equitable opportunity to provide their

input and influence the decis ion - making process.

Our work with Title VI has included the development of the A P O dnterested stakeholder list
I alist of organizations that work closely with a variety of people. The APO uses this list as
entry point to start facilitating conversations about transportation planning with the

community. For more information about how you or your organization can be part of this

list, check out Chapter 7 of the SEP.

The LEP plan is the final component of the SEP. We kno:
prim ary language and that some people have very limited English language skills. But just

because someone cannot speak English well does not mean that their voice or opinions do

not count. The LEP plan 1 found in Chapter 8 7 documents strategies on how the APO will

work to include these individuals in the transportation planning process by providing

language resources like translation and interpretation (including ASL) services.

The SEP is a critical component of the APQatsnopl anning
three Federally -required documents 1 the public participation plan, the Title VI plan, and the

LEP plan i the SEP provides a holistic view of the APO process for engaging the community

in an equal and equitable manner. Rooted in Federal and state guidance, the SEP outlines

goals and techniques for the APO to implement to help facilitate community engagement.

The document consults demographic data to ensure that all individuals in the community

are being represented. The SEP outlines ways APO staff can work toward ensuring all those

who want to participate in the process can do so.

In summary, the SEP provides the APO with a plan to develop, maintain, and grow
community participation in the transportation planning process
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Glossary of Terms

Accessible  Formats: Formats that are alternative to standard print or online materials that
are accessible to  people with disabilities. This may include large print, recorded audio and
other electronic formats, and Braille.

Active Transportation: Any human -powered mode of transportation including bicycling,
walking, and other means of self -propelled mobility.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Civil rights legislation passed in 1990 and

effective July 1992 that sets design guidelines for accessibility to public facilities and public
meetings for individuals with disabilities.

Active Transportation Advisory Committee  (ATAC): The Active Transportation Advisory
Committee consists of citizen volunteers representing the APO planning area who have a
special interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues. The ATAC reviews transportation studies,

pl ans, and projects from a citizends perspective.
Black, Indigenous, and People - of - Color (BIPOC): The U.S. Census defines BIPOC as
individuals who identify as: Black/African American; American Indian and Alaska Nativ e;

Asian; Native Hawaiian and other Paci fic Islander; some other race; two or more races ; or of

Hispanic or Latino descent.

Continuing, = Comprehensive, and Cooperative (3 -C): A Federal mandate in accordance
with the Federal -Aid Highway Act of 1962 that requires transportation projects in urbanized
areas of 50,000 or more in population be based on a continuing, comprehensive urban

transportation planning process undertaken cooperatively by the states and local

governments.

Environmental Justice (EJ): Identifying and addressing, as appropria te,
disproportionately  high and adverse human health or environmental effects of programs,
policies, and activities on minority populations and low -income populations in the United
States. Each Federal agency, including Metropolitan Planning Organizations like the Saint
Cloud Area Planning Organization, must comply with this executive order.

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA): A branch of the U.S. Department of
Transportation that administers the Federal - Aid Highway Program, providing financial
assistanc e to states to construct and improve highways, urban and rural roads, and bridges.

Federal Transit Administration (FTA): A branch of the U.S. Department of
Transportation that provides financial and technical assistance to local public transit systems
and oversees safety measures for those systems.

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA): The IIJA was signed into law by
President Biden in November as the transportation
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. This five -year legislation is currently the largest long -

term investment in the nationds infrastructure and

2022 and 2026 in new Federal investment in infrastructure, including roads, bridges, mass
transit, water in  frastructure, resilience, and broadband.

Limited English Proficiency  (LEP): Individuals who do not speak English as their primary
language and who have a limited ability to read, speak, write, or understand English.

Low -Income Household : A household whose medianincome is at or below the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) poverty guidelines

bill

ecCc ol
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Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA): The geographic area over which a Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) carries out its planning activities. The MPA must include at
least the U.S. Census -defined urban area, but may also include any additional urban or
urbanizing areas and/or commuter travel sheds as deemed appropriate by  the member
jurisdictions of an MPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO): An organization designated by agreement
between the governor of a state, units of local governments of an urban area, and relevant
agencies as being responsible for carrying out the terms of 23 USC Sec. 134. Any ur ban
area of more than 50,000 residents must have an MPO. The Saint Cloud Area Planning

Organization is the MPO for the Saint Cloud metropolitan area.

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP): A transportation plan addressing no less than
a 20 -year planning  horizon. The MTP includes both long -range and short -range
strategies/actions that lead to the development of an integrated multimodal transportation

system.

Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT): The state department of

transportation for Minnesot a. MnDOT6s mission is to plan, buil d, oOp e
safe, accessible, efficient, and reliable multimodal transportation system that connects

people to destinations and markets throughout the state, regionally, and around the world.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): NEPA was signed into law on Jan. 1, 1970,
by President Nixon. The Act is designed to encourage productive and enjoyable harmony

between humans and their environment; promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate

damage to the environment and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of

humankind; to enrich the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources

important to the Nation; and to establish a Council on Environmental Quality.

Older Ameri cans Act (OAA): OAA was signed into law on July 14, 1965, by President
Johnson. The Act prohibits discrimination on the basis of age in programs or activities
receiving Federal financial assistance.

Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization (APO): The APO is an organization designated

by agreement between the governor of Minnesota, local units of government, and relevant

agencies as being responsible for carrying out the terms of 23 USC Sec. 134. The APO is the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Saint Cloud urban area.

Saint Cloud Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC): MTC, more commonly known as
Saint Cloud Metro Bus (or simply fi Me t B wos @ )the urban transit provider within the Saint
Cloud Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA). Founded in 1969, Metro Bus provides fixed route,
paratransit (Dial -a-Ride), and commuter bus services i via the Northstar Commuter Link to
access the Northstar Commuter Rail train in the City of Big Lake i for the cities of Saint
Cloud, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, and Waite Par k.

Stakeholder: A stakeholder is any person or group that is affected by a transportation

plan, program, or project, including those not aware they are affected. Stakeholders may

also be any person or group that thinks they may be affected by a transportation plan,
program, or project even if they are not actually affected. Examples of stakeholders include:
non -governmental organizations, traditionally underserved communities, residents of

affected geographic areas, commuters and tourists, transp ortation professionals, and
government agencies.

Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP): The public participation plan of the Saint Cloud



Area Planning Organization. Public participation plans are required by 23 CFR 8§450.316. ;
This Stakeholder Engagement Plan is intended to fulfill the Saint Cloud A P O @eguirement

for such a pl an. I n addition, the SEP includes the APO
Proficiency (LEP) plans 1 both of which are also federally required.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The Te chnical Advisory Committee consists of

voting representatives from each of the APO6s member | i
representation from Saint Cloud Metro Bus and the Minnesota Department of Transportation

(MnDOT). This committee i typically composed of pl  anners and engineers i reviews plans

and programs from a technical perspective and makes r e
decision - makers.

Title II: A portion of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 that prohibits the
discrimination of a  qualified individual with a disability, on the basis of said disability, be

excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs, or

activities of a public entity, or be subjected to discrimination by any public entity.

Title VI: A portion of the Civil Rights Actof 1964 that prohibits discrimination on the basis
of race, color, or national origin in any program or activity receiving Federal financial

assistance.

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): The TIP is a comprehensive listing of the
regionds surface tr an snpluingtransii, kghwayp, localraadwvays and

bicycle and pedestrian investments T that receive federal or state funds or are regionally
significant regardless of funding source. The TIP covers a four year time frame and all

projects included in the TIP must be consistent with the Metropolitan Transportation Plan

(MTP).

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): The UPWP is a federally required statement of

work identifying the  planning pri orities and activities  to be carried out by the APO staff. The

UPWP includes the APO6s annual budget and it identifie:
contracts for the fiscal year.

Vital Document: Paper or electronic, written material th at contains information that is
critical for accessing a componentds programs, service:
substantially related to public safety; or required by law.
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1 7 | ntroduction

Background

This Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP) reinforces the Saint Cloud Area Planning

Or gani z a(tA PoOhd@sajnitment to meaningful public involvement in its planning and
programming efforts.

This document supersedes all previous versions of the SEP.

The APO will involve citizens, member juri sdictions, affected public agencies,

representatives  of transportation agency employees or unions, public and private providers
of transportation, and other stakeholders who have a known interest in its planning and

programming process.

Itis the goal oft he APO to ensure that no one who uses services provided by the

organization or its member jurisdictions will be excluded from participation, denied benefits,
or discriminated against while using these services on the basis of their race, color, or

national origin in compliance with Title V | of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

(https://bit.ly/32vLYVL) nor based upon ability in accordance with Title Il of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 (https://  bit.ly/3foUYwe ).

APO programs shall also adhere to the following executive orders:

T EO 12898: Federal Action to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and Low-
Income Populations _ (https://bit.ly/39310y3 ).

f EO 13166: Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency
(https://bit.ly/2VoLqq; ).

Engaging stakeholders improves decision -making at all levels by incorporating technical and
non -technical input. The SEP provides the vision and the process for engaging the full range
of community constituents in regional decision -making. It allows for addressing public

priorities and concerns, minimizing negative impacts, and improving public agency -to-
community relationships.

Purpose
The A P O &EP provides detailed information regarding how the public will be involved in the
APO6s planning and programming processes, including:

Plan (MTP), 2) the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 3) the Unified Planning
Work Program  (UPWP). It also provides general guidance for all other planning products

done by the APO, such as region  -wide planning studies, corridor studies, and sub -area
studies.

This document is based on evaluating previous public involvement efforts both within a nd
outside the APO. The SEP complies with the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs (11JA)

Act provisions and was prepared in accordance with Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
regulations (23 CFR §450.316)

Authority

The Code of Federal Regulations (23 CFR §450.316) requires all Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs) like the APO to develop and use a documented public participation

plan that defines a process for providing citizens, affected public agencies, and others with


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2011-title49-vol1/pdf/CFR-2011-title49-vol1-part21.pdf
https://bit.ly/3f9UYwe
https://bit.ly/3f9UYwe
https://www.archives.gov/files/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12898.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12898.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2000-08-16/pdf/00-20938.pdf
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reasonable opportunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning process.
This SEP fulfills that requirement.

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act provides that no person in the United States shall, on

the grounds of race, color, and national origin, be excluded from patrticipation in, be denied

the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity

receiving Federal financial assistance including organizations like the APO. The Civil Rights

Restoration Act of 1987 (https://bit.ly/3918jnH) broadened the scope of the Title VI

coveragebyexp anding the definition of the terms fAprograms o
programs or activities of Federal Aid recipients, sub -recipients, and contractors, whether

such programs are federally assisted or not.

Further Title VI requirements and guidelines for MPOs and transit agencies are outlined in
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Circular 4702.1B fiTitle VI Require ments and Guidelines
for Federal Transit Administration Recipients O (https://bit.ly/l3adllKp). This

ensures t he level and quality of public transportation service provided by FTA funded
organizations is provided in a nondiscriminatory manner; promotes full and fair participation

in public transportation decision -making without regard to race, color, or national origin;
and ensures meaningful access to transit -related programs and activities by persons with
limited English proficiency. While the APO is a subrecipient of Federal Highway

Administration (FHWA) funding, the Title VI requirements of the APO ar e the same

regardless of funding source.

Saint Cloud Area Planning Organization

The APO Urbanized Area is designated by the U.S. Census Bureau after every decennial

census. Criteria for defining this area include population density and density of

developme nt. The APO, in conjunction with the Minnesota Department of Transportation

(MnDOT), approves a 20-year planning boundary that includes not only the Census -defined
urbanized area, but also considers expected urbanized growth within that time period.

Member jurisdictions include  Benton County, Sherburne County, Stearns County, City of
Saint Cloud, City of Saint Joseph, City of Sartell, City of Sauk Rapids, City of Waite Park,
and LeSauk Township. Saint Cloud Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC) i more
commonly referred to as Saint Cloud Metro Bus I is also a member.

The cities of Rockville, Saint Augusta, and Saint Stephen along with Brockway Township,

Haven Township, Minden Township, Saint Joseph Township, Saint Wendel Township, Sauk

Rapids Township, a nd Watab Township are located within the designated APO 20 -year
planning boundary but are not formal member jurisdictions. Instead, these jurisdictions are
represented by their respective counties.


https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/legislation/restoration_act.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/legislation/restoration_act.cfm
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circulars/title-vi-requirements-and-guidelines-federal-transit
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circulars/title-vi-requirements-and-guidelines-federal-transit
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Figure 1: Map of the A P O dlanning area.



APRQ

As a comprehensive, intergovernmental transportation planning agency for the Saint Cloud
Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA), the APO receives local, state, and Federal funds to

administer programs and transportation -related studies.

Organizational Structure

The APO is governed by a Policy Board which is the decision -making body of the APO. The
Policy Board is responsible for the adoption of policies on all APO -related transportation
matters and serves to provide guidanc e and direction to APO staff. The Policy Board is made
up of elected officials and a senior -level manager from Saint Cloud Metro Bus. Policy Board

meetings are generally held on the second Thursday of the month.

The Policy Board is advised by a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), a committee
comprised of members representing local and state planners, engineers, and transit

operators for the APOb&s member agencies and jurisdicti:f
guiding APO staff, reviewing plans and programs from a technical perspective, and making
recommendati ons to APO6s Policy Board. TAC meetings ar.

Thursday of the month.

On issues related to active transportation T any human -powered mode of transportation

including bicy cling, walking, and other means of self -propelled mobility 7 TAC members are

advised by an Active Transportation Advisory Committee (ATAC). This committee consists of

citizen volunteers who have a special interest in active transportation issues. ATAC

memb ers review transportation studies, plans, and projects from the perspective of active

transportation users and make recommendations to the A
generally held three times a year. There is no regular meeting schedule.

All meeting materials are available on the AP OO6 s weMwavisttlaudapo.org) prior to the

meeting dates and are distributed electronically to members and those who have expressed

an interest to be on the email distribution list for each respective board/committee. At least

one hard copy of a meetingds full agenda packet is mad:
public at each meeting.

Approved meeting minutes are also available on the website.

If a person requi  res a modification or accommodation, auxiliary aids, translation services,

interpreter services, etc., in order to participate in a public meeting, including receiving

agendas and/or attachments in an alternative format  or language, they are asked to contact
the APO at 320-252-7568 or at admin@stcloudapo.org  at least seven days in advance of the
meeting.



https://www.stcloudapo.org/
mailto:admin@stcloudapo.org
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APO Policy Board

Coordinates planning; develops
"I policies; receives and disburses
monies; approves annual budget;
approves staff positions and pay
ranges; provides direction to APO
staff.

v

APO Staff

Prepares documents;
recommends action; reports
committee recommendations.

i
| [ I I )

APO Ad Hoc
s APO TAC Local, State, and
. Committees :
Community Input Recommends action Federal Advisory
Recommends action on technical issues. Committees
on various issues.
APO ATAC
Recommends action
on active
transportation issues.

Figure 2: APO organizational chart

APO Mission Statement

The APO is committed to coordinated planning T in a fair and mutually beneficial manner T
on select issues transcending jurisdictional boundaries for the betterment of the entire Saint
Cloud MPA. This mission is accomplished through professional planning initiativ es, the
provision of objective information, and building collaborative partnerships that foster

consensus.

The APO strives to be:

1

Public service oriented by providing accountability to constituents and exhibiting the
highest standards of ethical conduct.

Creative problem solvers by anticipating potential challenges and developing creative
solutions based on professional knowledge, public involvement, and collaboration

with our partners.

Continuous learners who constantly seek new information, know ledge, and skills to
better serve the Saint Cloud MPA.
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In the transportation planning process, the A P O @ote includes:

1

Maintaining a continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative (3-C) certified
transportation planning process.

Coordinating the planning and implementation activities of local, regional, and state
transportation agencies.

Undertaking an effective stakeholder engagement process which ensures meaningful

public input is part of the decision -making process behind  plans and programs.
Providing leadership both in setting transportation policy and in metropolitan system
planning.

Lending technical support in planning and operations to local governments.

Planning for an intermodal transportation system that is economic ally efficient,
environmentally sound, provides the foundation to compete in the global economy,
and will move people and goods in an energy - efficient manner.

Figure 3: Members of the A P O ®alicy Board listening to a presentation by APO staff at the March 2020 meeting.
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2 1 Federal and State Req

Federal Policy

Federal statutes and regulations provide general guidelines for locally developed public

i nvol vement processes and pr owpaales EHWVA redulatery APO6s SEP
requirements (23 CFR 450.316).

The principle objectives of the A P O &BP are outlined in detail below and are generally set
forth pursuant to the requirements outlined in 23 CFR 450.316:

1 To establish a consistent means of notification and involvement for the public;

1 To actively seek input and involvement from a wide variety of individuals, groups,
and organizations affected by the transportation system;

I To establish and facilitate effective public involvement early in the planning process,
before key decisions are made and while there is ample opportunity to influence

decisions;
1 To promote informed and thoughtful public input in regards to the decision -making
process by providing access to information in a timely manner;

|

To fully document and consider public input;

1 To utilize public involvement in the development of transportation plans, programs,
and projects which are representative of local, regional, and state priorities/needs
while incorporating a range of tra nsportation options;

i To develop a public participation plan in consultation with interested parties and to
update it periodically as necessary;

1 To employ to the maximum extent practicable, visualization techniques, which may
include: artist renderings, computer model images, computer simulations, drawings,
flowcharts, maps, models, photo manipulation, scenario planning tools, simulated
photos, sketches, videos, or visual preference surveys;

1 To require a minimum public comment period of 45 days before the AP O &EPis
adopted, revised, or updated;

1 To provide for the early involvement of various transportation interest groups (e.g.,
traffic, people who cycle, pedestrians, rideshare,  parking, transportation safety and
enforcement agencies, rail operators, toll authorities, airport, private transportation
providers, public officials, freight shippers, environmental resources, and permit
agencies);

1 To coordinate A P O &EP with statewide public participation plans to enhance public
consideration and understanding of the issues, plans, and programs as well as to
reduce redundancies and costs; and

f To evaluate, on a periodic basis, APOb6s SEP to veri

individuals with interest and that the procedures of this policy are being implemented

and followed in accordance with federal regulation and that the objectives/criteria  set
forth therein is administered appropriately.

The 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs (11JA) Act (https://bit.ly/30VyShX ) was
signed into law on  Nov. 15, 20 21, by President Biden . The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is
the largestlon g-t er m i nvestment in our infrastructure and econ

It provides $550 billion over fiscal years 2022 through 2026 in new Federal investment in
infrastructure, including in roads, bridges, and mass transit, water infrastructure,
resi lience, and broadband.

The IIJA continuesthe previous t r ans por t atRixmgmAmarcd'ssrface


https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/
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Transportation (FAST) Act) commitment to public participation, directing MPOs like the APO

to have a public participation plan that provides people, fAaffected public agenc
representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight

transportation services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of

public transportation, representatives o f users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle

transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with a

reasonabl e opportunity to comment on the transportati o

The IIJA directs MPO public participation plans to fi b eleveloped in consultation with all
interested partiand i @r o vthad all interested parties have reasonable opportunities to
comment on the contents of the transportation plan. o

It further directs MP Os ¢ maximum e xt ent pr atotiihoa ldlpelic yneetings at

convenient and accessible locations and times, 0 to fiem
describe p| anand to i ma kpeblic information available in electronically accessible format

and means, such as the World Wide Web, as app ropriate to afford reasonable opportunity

for consideration of public information. o

Title VI

The APO strives to be consistent with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (23 USC 140,

23 CFR 200, and 49 CFR 21) which ensures that no person shall, on the g rounds of race,

color, or national origin, be excluded from participating in, be denied benefits of, or be

otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program receiving federal assistance from

the U.S. Department of Transportation. A more detailed look at Title VI including

information on the APO6s Title VI Coordinator, accessil
guidance can be found in Chapter 7 of this document.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

The National Environmental Policy Act (epa.gov/nepa), as amended in 1970, recognizes the
need to protect the natural environment from profound influences of population growth,

high - density urbanization, industrial expansion, resource exploitation, and new and

expanding technological advances.

The Act requires agencies to undertake an assessment of the environmental effects of their
proposed actions prior to making decisions. In cooperation with state and local

governments, and other concerned public and private organizations, NEPA calls for the

following:

fi T ase all practicable means and measures, including financial and technical assistance, in

a manner calculated to foster and promote the general welfare, to create and maintain

conditions under which man and nature can exist in productive harmony, and fulfill the

social, economic, and other requirements of present and future generationsof Ameri cans. 0

As an agency receiving funding by the Federal Government, MPOs such as the APO must

review its present statutory authority, admini strative regulations, and current policies and
procedures for the purpose of determining whether there are any deficiencies or

inconsistencies therein which prohibit full compliance with the Act.
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Environmental Justice (EJ)
EO 12898: Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations (https://bit.ly/39310y3) further supports Title VI. The order reads:

i E a ¢-dderal agency shall make achieving Environmental Justice part of its mission by
identifying and addressing as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human

health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activiti €s on minority
populationsandlow -i ncome popul ations. 0

EO 12898 was signed into law by President Clinton in 1994,

MPOs like the APO are required to identify disproportionately high or adverse effects to

these populations. The APO has established a process identifying significant EJ populations

and incorporates an EJ analysis into its planning process to identify baseline information on
EJ populations at a regional level. The APO analyzes the distribution of potential benefits

and adver se impacts and identifies measures to mitigate adverse impacts.

During planning processes, the APO follows the three federally mandated EJ principles:

1 Identify and appropriately address disproportionate adverse human health and
environmental impacts on Black, Indigenous, and People  -of-Color ( BIPOC) and
low -income populations;

1 Ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities; and

1 Prevent denial/delay/reduction of benefits for BIPOC and low -income
populations.

Americans  with Disabilities  Act (ADA) of 1990

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 (https://bit.ly/2PgPna4), a qualified
individual with a disability is a person that 1) has a physical or mental impairment that

substantially limits one or more major  life activities; 2) hasa  record of such an impairment;
or 3) is regarded as having such an impairment.

The Act includes provisions that ensure those with disabilities have accommodations
included in transportation facility development, are able to access the sites where public

participation activities occur, and are guaranteed access to information available at those
forums.

Title I

Title 1l of the ADA of 1990 specifically states that Ano qualified
shall, on the basis of disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits

of the services, programs, or activities of a public entity, or be subjected to discrimination

by any public entity.o

This provision of ADA further details guidance on program accessibility including access to

accessible facilities and ensuring communications with qualified individuals with a disability

are as effective as communicati ons with others. More information on Title Il including

i nformation on the APO6s Title 11l Coordinator, accessi |
guidance can be found in Chapter 7 of this document.

The APO strives to be consistent with the ADA by utilizin g meeting facilities that comply with
the requirements of the law. Specific public involvement activities related to ADA
compliance include an ADA stakeholder list and notifications, ADA compliant meeting


https://bit.ly/393l0y3
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facilities, and allowance of ample time for comment, including alternate formats of
documents and feedback forms.

Older Americans Act of 1965

The Older Americans Act (https://bit.ly/2CH95e8), as originally enacted, establishes a range
of services designed to keep senior citizens as independent as possible through the

development of community planning and social services. In regards to transportation, the

OAA states the following objective:

AEfficient community servi cewsttranspartationdwhiohgprosddeaess t o | ow
choice in supported living arrangements and social assistance in a coordinated manner and

which are readily available when needed, with an emphasis on maintaining a continuum of

care for vulnerable older individuals. o

The OAA prohibits discrimination on the basis of age in programs or activities receiving

Federal financial assistance and works to ensure older Americans have the right to

participate in and contribute to fimeaningful activity
cul tural, educational and training, and recreational 0

Other Federal Regulation s

In addition, the APO strives to be consistent with EO 13116: Improving Access to Services

for Persons with Limited English Proficiency (https://bit.ly/2VoLqq;j). This orde r states that
people who speak limited English should have meaningful access to federally -conducted and
federally -funded programs and activities. It requires that all Federal agencies identify the

need for services to those with limited English proficiency and develop and implement a

system to provide those services so all persons can have meaningful access to services.

In order to comply with EO 13116, the APO has developed a Limited English Proficiency

(LEP) plan to address the A P O @esponsibi lities as a recipient of Federal financial assistance.
The plan has been prepared in accordance with Title VI and its discrimination on the basis of
race, color, or national origin.

More information on the A P O dimited English Proficiency Plan can be found in Chapter 8 of
this document.

Minnesota Requirements

Minnesota Open Meeting Law

The Minnesota Open Meeting Law was originally enacted in Laws 1957, chapter 773, section
1. It is now codified in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 13D (https://bit.ly/3a85sIM). The
Minnesota Supreme Court has articulated three purposes of the open meeting law:

1 To prohibit actions being taken at a secret meeting where it is impossible for the
interested public to become fully informed about a
detect improper influences;

1 To assure the pub | rightdéte be informed; and

1 To afford the public an opportunity to present its views to the public body.

The Minnesota Supreme Court has held that the open meeting law applies to all gatherings
of members of a governing body, whether or not action is taken or contemplated , along
with advisory groups or committees that do not make decisions but instead recommend
action by other decision making bodies.


https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/about-acl/2020-04/Older%20Americans%20Act%20Of%201965%20as%20amended%20by%20Public%20Law%20116-131%20on%203-25-2020.pdf
https://bit.ly/2VoLqqj
https://bit.ly/2VoLqqj
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/13D
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The open meeting law does not apply to chance or social gatherings of members of a public
body. However, a quorum of a public body may not, as a group, discuss or receive
information on official business in any setting under the guise of a private social gathering.

The Minnesota Open Meeting Law requires that votes in open meetings be recorded and
those notes 1 or minutes 1 be made available to the public. Meetings must be held in a
public place within the jurisdictional boundary area.

All public bodies must:

1 Keep schedules of regular meetings on file at their offices.

1 Post notice of special meetings (meetings held at a time or place different for regular
meetings) on their principal bulletin board. The public body must also either mail
notice to people who have requested such mailings, or publish notice in the official
newspaper, at least three days before the meeting.

1 Make good faith efforts to notify new s media that have filed written requests (with
telephone numbers) for notice of emergency meetings called because of
circumstances that require immediate consideration. Because of the nature of these
meetings, a three day notice would not be feasible.

At least one copy of any printed material prepared by the public body and distributed or
available to all members of the public body must also be made available in the meeting
room for inspection by the public.

Closed meetings defined under the Minnesota Open Meeting Law can be applied to:

i Performance evaluations and disciplinary hearings of an individual who is subject to
its authority.
0 The public body must summarize the conclusions of the evaluation at its next
open meeting.
Meetings discussing labor negotiations.
1 Meetings addressing certain security issues.
o0 Financial issues related to security matters must be discussed and all related
financial decisions must be made at an open meeting.
1 Meetings discussing certain issues relating to government property sales or
purchases.
0 An agreement reached that is based on an offer considered at a closed
meeting is contingent on approval of the public body at an open meeting.

=

Civil penalties and fees can be enforced for intentional viol ation of the open meeting law.

As a public governing body, the Minnesota Open Meeting Law is applicable to the APO.

Other Minnesota Regulations

While not a state agency, board, commission, department, or committee, the APO will not

conduct public meetings on the day of the state primary or general election. This decision is
in accordance with  Public Meetings Prohibited on Election Day (https://bit.ly/2Pqclzq)
documented in Minnesot  a State Statue 204C.03 Subd. 4.



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/204C.03
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3 - SEP Goals and Strategies

Federal public participation regulations offer significant guidance to the APO as it strives to

educate and engage the public in meaningful ways that allow for fully  informed participation
and engagement. As such, the APO has created a set of goals and corresponding strategies

to aid in the public development and implementation of the SEP and other plan and program
activities.

Goal

1: Opportunities for Involvement

Provide early, accessible, and continuous opportunities for public involvement from a
diversity of stakeholders and interested public.

Strategies

1 Develop, maintain, and periodically update a master contact database of area
stakeholders to ensure all interested parties have a reasonable opportunity to
engage in the transportation planning process.

1 Maintain updates to the APO website (www.stcloudapo.org) and appropriate social
media platforms to include information relating to all planning products and public
outreach events hosted by the APO.

1 Advertise public meetings, open houses, and other public -centric affairs through
appropriate  means, to include social media, legal notices in the newspaper of record,
press releases on the APO website, and the stakeholder contact database.

T Provide a minimum of 10 daysdé notice of wupcomi
opportunities for full participation and accommodations for persons with disabilities
are met. The APO will make a good faith effort to provide services as requested such
as interpreters (including ASL), enlarged print materials, and other services as
needed.

1 Host public meetings and events to proactively obtain  public engagement at sites
and times reasonably available, convenient, and accessible to potentially affected
citizens. This includes transit accessibility.

1 Provide 7 at a minimum 1 quarterly updates to individuals expressing interest in APO
planning and programming documents who have provided their contact information
to APO staff.

1 Develop, maintain, and periodically update a demographic questionnaire to assist
APO staffers in determining and adjusting the strategies used in engaging
stakeholders from diverse backgrounds. This question naire will accompany any
online or hard copy survey produced by APO staff.

1 Additional strategies from the LEP Plan i found in Chapter 8 i may apply.

Goal 2: Access to Information

Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy information used in the
development of plans and projects.

Strategies

1

Maintain updates to the APO website to include electronic copies of information

provided to the boards and advisory committees for decision -making purposes, as
well as final copies of ad  opted documents, plans, or policy information.

At all board and committee meetings, make at least one printed copy of all materials
provided to the board or committee members available for public inspection.

ng

pu
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1 Atleast 10 days prior to all public input meetings, provide informational and source
materials on the APO website so that members of the public may review the
information before attending the meeting, and so that any person who cannot attend
the meeting can still receive the infor mation.

1 Provide technical materials in a variety of formats that are easily understood
whenever possible. This includes the use of simple, less jargon -filled language.

1 Ensure materials posted to the APO website are accessible to all users of all abilities.
This includes, but is not limited to: being screen reader friendly, images and non -text
content having alternate text, all video with sound containing accurate closed
captioning, all active hyperlinks denoted with underlined text, a color contra st ratio
of atleast 4.5:1 between all text and background, all text must be  able to be resized
up to 200% without negatively affecting the ability to read content or use functions,
and images of text will be used sparingly (e.g. logos).

1 Additional strateg ies from the LEP Plan 7 found in Chapter 8 i may apply.

Goal 3: Review of Materials
Provide a reasonable amount of time to review materials and comment prior to adoption of
any plan or amendment.

Strategies

1 Require adequate public notice of public involvement activities and time for public
review and comment at key decision points.
0 A minimum public comment period of 30 days is required for the adoption of,
or amendments to, the MTP, the TIP, and the Active Transportation Plan.
0 A minimum public comment period of 45 days is required for the adoption of,
or amendments to, the SEP.
1 Provide a reasonable variety of methods for public comment including, but not
limited to, open public meetings, open houses, public hearings, printed comment
forms, online comment forms, social media, online surveys, email, or U.S. mail.
1 Include in the final document a review of public comments received and the final
disposition of those comments.
I Summarize the public comments and their disposition for the APO Policy Board prior
to the approval of the final document. If public comments substantially change a
draft document, provide a second public comment period with a revised draft
document that reflects the incorporated changes.
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4 7 Public Involvement

Public participation is an on  -going activity of the APO with numerous techniques occurring
on a continuous basis. Public participation is also an integral part of one-time activities such
as corridor studies and recurring activities such as the TIP and the MTP.

Public Involvement Techniques

This section contains descriptions of public participation tools currently used by the APO.

Public involvement techniques will be routinely evaluated, and updated as appropriate, for
eff ectiveness and efficiency in encouraging and engaging public participation in the APO

planning process. Techniques or combinations of techniques may vary from plan to plan.

Public Meetings: These meetings generally function in coordination with transportat ion
plan updates or planning studies with the overall intent of involving the public in the

determination and consideration of identified issues and the development of project

alternatives. All public meetings are announced to the public via social media and the APO
website.

Advertising of Public Meetings: Notice of public involvement opportunities may include

posting of notices in public places and direct notification of stakeholders identified in the

process. The APO utilizes legal notices in the local newspaper of record to advertise public

input opportunities on the documents and planning studies in their draft form prior to formal

compl etion and/or adoption by the APOb6s Policy Board.

News Media:  The APO notifies news media through general pu rpose meeting notifications

for the Policy Board and project specific press releases. The APO may also submit letters to
the editor to the newspaper of record on current trends in transportation that would have

implications on the APO planning area. The APO maintains a current list of media contacts.

APO Website:  The APO website (www.stcloudapo.org) is utilized to advertise and
accommodate the timely delivery of information to the public. Information inclusive of
meeting agendas, notices, announcements, draft/final plans, minutes, maps, and studies
are located on the website in formats accessible to the public.

Social Media: The APO utilizes appropriate social media avenues to post pertinent

information and not  ices on a frequent basis. Information available on social media also

provides another opportunity for the public to provide inputto the A P O @rs-going planning
process. Further details on the A P O &axial media policy can be found in Appendix D of this
document.

Citizen Surveys: On a project specific basis, citizen surveys will be used to collect data and
other relevant information. These surveys will be available both online and in hard copy.

This information is generally documented within the tran sportation plan or study and is
posted on the APOG6s website.

Visualization Techniques:  This content -focused technique utilizes graphics such as maps,
charts, graphs, pictures, renderings, and PowerPoint presentations to communicate

relationships, trends, performance thresholds, deficiencies, issues, recommendations, and
considerations to the public.

Interested Persons List: The APO will maintain a list of stakeholder contacts which
includes a representation of citizens; affected public agencies; representatives of public
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transportation employees; freight shippers; providers of freight transportation services;
private providers of transportation; representatives of users of public transportation;

representatives of use rs of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities;
representatives of people with disabilities, BIPOC, persons of low -income; and other
interested parties. The listshall be used to correspond with stakeholders, provide updates
through newsletters and announcements and notify stakeholder contacts of opportunities

and events to be involved in the transportation planning process.

Speaking Engagements: APO staff members are available to provide general and project
specific information as requested by interested community groups. Staff members also may
perform public outreach to community and advocacy groups.

Ensuring Accessible Meetings: For meetings to be successful, everyone involved must

have an equal opportunity to parti cipate. Three components are key to presenting meetings
that are accessible to people with disabilities: 1) where the meeting is held, 2) how the

meeting room furniture is arranged, and 3) how the meeting information is communicated.

APO staff shall use the guidance provided in Accessible Information Exchange: Meeting on a
Level Playing Field (https ://w ww. ada.gov/business/accessible  mtg.htm). For individuals with
limited English proficiency, the APO will take reasonable steps to provide the opportunity for

meaningful access to  individuals who have difficulty communicating in English, such as

interpretive services for public meetings a nd translated versions of all documents/publications

upon request. The APO also takes steps to ensure, whenever possible, that public meetings

are held at locations and times accessible to public transit. When preparing for public

meetings, APO staff shall make all reasonable good  -faith efforts to provide auxiliary services

if requested to do so.

Virtual Public Involvement

In the event of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Minnesota Statute

Chapter 12 which would prohibit in -person public enga gement activities T the traditional
platform APO staff usesto reach outto members  of the community i APO staff will need to
rely on electronic means as the primary way to seek public input. Those techniques include,
but are not limited to, the electronic public involvement techniques mentioned in the

previous section (APO website, social media, citizen surveys, and interested persons email

list) and electronic and/or teleconference meetings.

While meetings and in - person engagement events may be limited to virtual platforms, the

APO is still making information available in a variety of formats. APO staff will continue to

post notices in the newspaper of record and will make paper copies of materials available for
distribution. Comments from the pu blic will continue to be accepted via phone or U.S. mail.

APO staff understand relying solely on virtual means of engagement has the potential to
disenfranchise traditionally unrepresented populations. As such, APO staff is committed to
exploring and possibly implementing new strategies and techniques 1 including a hybrid use

of virtual and traditional public involvement strategies 1 to ensure all participants can
participate in the transportation planning process if and when itis safe and cost -effective to
do so.

The development of these techniques is constantly evolving and will be updated as this
document is updated.


https://www.ada.gov/business/accessiblemtg.htm
https://www.ada.gov/business/accessiblemtg.htm
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Public Engagement at the APA

SAINTCLOUD | AREA PLANNING ORGANIZATION

The APO strives to provide opportunities for citizens to help shape the region’s future thorugh an early, open, and active
engagement process so decision-makers understand and incorporate civic insights. For a more detailed look at the APO’s
policy of public engagement, please reference the Stakeholder Engagement Plan (https://bit.ly/38qw1KF).

How Long Is Your What Types of Materials Are Provided?
Public Comment
Period? Documents Surveys
Mini
30D, .
l 30 Public ?rrput / Visuals
How Can I Find Out About Where Can I Learn
Engagement Opportunities? More/Get Involved?
0@ Social Media j’,i;':h‘] Website I :_l In-P
ni“ﬁ"’ S V'i'rtuirlsggb%c Meetings
[ mwwmmine il TobeinciostParssoe 88
Contact APO Staff with Your Questions, Comments, Concerns, and Input
EMAIL MAIL PHONE IN PERSON
admin@stcloudapo.org 1040 County Road 4 320.252.7568 At the office

Saint Cloud, MN 56303 Other engagement events

Figure 4: A simplified graphic ofthe A P O @ublic engagement strategies. Artwork courtesy of Becris, Freepik,
geotatah, smalllikeart, surang, and Those Icons.

Measuring  Success

For the APO, accountability includes a commitment to monitor and evaluate the

effectiveness of the policies and practices toward achieving shared outcomes and a
willingness to adjust course to improve performance if needed. The SEP will have both
gualitative and quantitative measures that will be used throughout.

The following are some of the steps that the APO will take to measure and evaluate its
public engagement on specific projects:

1 Before the Project
0 At the beginning of each project -related planning effort, APO staff will perform
an assessment of groups that will be directly affected or may have an
interest. Audience assessments wi Il specifically address groups that are
historically underrepresented in planning efforts.
1 During the Project
o Participation from surveys and from other public engagement activities and
events will be monitored and recorded. To the extent possible demograph ic
data of public participants will also be solicited and recorded to assist in
determining which communities and groups were actively engaged. There will
also be follow up with participants relative to input and comments received.
1 After the Project
0 After the project , staff will survey a sample of participants via
SurveyMonkey or another online survey tool to assess the following
qualitative elements:
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Were the methods and structure of the outreach effort engaging?

Did participants feel their time and opinions were valued?

Was their contribution documented in the final product?

Would they participate in another APO outreach activity?

0 APO staff will compile data collected during the public outreach session via
sign -in sheets at in-person engagements. See Appendix E for an example.

0 APO staff will also notate the number of individuals who participated in related

di scussions on the APOO6s soci al media platfor ms
gathering sites.

> > >

APO staff will conduct a review of all public outreach efforts on an annual basis and will use
information gathered to help modify any perceived deficiencies in public outreach strategies.
This annual report will be made available on the APO website.

Figure 5: APO staff members doing a presentation for members of the Policy Board in March 2020.
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517 Engagement Tactics and APO Documents

The purpose of public involvementis to make better decisions, create a better end product,

and decrease the time required to implement by 1) facilitating a dialogue with a broad

cross - section of citizens in the planning process, 2) organizing and recording information

and other input for consideration and use by staff, planning partners, and the Board, and 3)
informing citizens of the impact their input has on the development of regional policies.

Accordingly, the APO strives to provide opportunities for citizens to help shape the r egi onoé s
future through an early, open, and active engagement process so decision  -makers

understand and incorporate civic insights.

At critical points in the development of APO plans and studies, input will be sought from the
public and interested persons regarding existing conditions/operations, identifie d
needs/deficiencies, proposed strategies/policies, and identified projects/improvements.

Each outreach activity and the applicable results will be incorporated within the appendices
of the respective document.

There are two key transportation initiatives of the APO that are specially called out in
Federal law as needing early and continuing opportunities for public participation:
development of the MTP and the TIP.

Development  of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)

Requirements

The APO is required to adopt an MTP which outlines a short - and long -range list of
transportation improvements (including policy considerations) regarding the surface

transportation  system for the Saint Cloud MPA. The MTP is updated every five years, or
more frequent ly if necessary. At a minimum, the plan includes the following:

9 Existing and proposed surface transportation facilities (including major roadways,
transit, multimodal and intermodal facilities, pedestrian walkways/bicycle facilities,
and intermodal connectors);

i Operational and management strategies;

I Capital investment and other strategies to preserve the existing and projected future
metropolitan transportation infrastructure;

i Transportation and transit enhancement activities;

1 Financial plan and coordinated implementation matrix.

The full list of Federal requirements for the development of the MTP can be found in 23 CFR
§450.324 _ (https://bit.ly/2VsNBcf).

Engagement  Tactics for the MTP

Because of its comprehensive, long -term vision, the MTP provides the earliest and the best
opportunity for interested persons and public agenci es
investment priorities for transportation. It is at this stage where investment priorities and

major planning -level concepts are established and broad, regional impacts of transportation
on the public and the environment are addressed.

Input will be sought from the public and identified stakeholders early and often throughout
the development of the MTP, including at critical points in the development of the plan.


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div5&node=23%3A1.0.1.5.11&se23.1.450_1324
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The following parameters are used for engaging stakeholders in public input opportunities
surrounding the development or update of the MTP:

1 Public noticeis posted no lessthan 10 days prior toa public meeting. Alegal notice
will be published in the St. Cloud Times, the newspaper of record for the planning
area, posted on the APO website, posted on available social media outlets, and sent
to those identified on the interested persons list.

1 A period of no less than 30 days is provided during which public comments can be
submitted.

1 The public comment period will remain open at least seven calendar days following a
public input meeting to give members of the public time to consider the information
and provide their feedback.

1 All materials made available at public meetings will also be made available
electronically via the APO website in accessible formats so that persons who cann ot
attend a public meeting can still receive the information.

1 Upon request, materials may also be provided in alanguage other than English if
feasible and reasonable to do so.

The APO may use other additional forms of public notice including press releases, letters to
the editor, and citizen surveys if deemed appropriate to disseminate public notice
information regarding the MTP development or update.

At a minimum, the public notification for print and digital platforms will include the following
information: a brief description of the anticipated planning process and actions to be taken;

the MT P @uwpose and effect on the region; a general schedule of the MT P @levelopment or
update; an explanation of the opportunities that will be avai lable for public comment and
participation; and an APO contact if further information is desired.

Avalilability of Draft Plan and Interim Support Materials

The APO shall make the draft MTP available to the public. At such time as a draft MTP is

published, it will be available for public inspection at the APO office, 1040 County Road 4 in

Saint Cloud, and on the APO6s website in an accessible
MTP shall be mailed upon request. Translation of the draft MTP into additional lan guages

may be completed upon request and if reasonable and feasible to do so.

Documenting and Addressing Public Input

With due consideration given to public comments or any other applicable information

received from the previous procedural steps, the APO will prepare the final MTP. All

comments received, either through the public involvement process or through the

interagency consultation process, shall be documented in the final MTP, along with a report
on the final disposition of every comment. Groups of similar comments may be addressed
collectively rather than individually.

If public feedback results in substantive changes to the final draft MTP or if new substantive

material which interested parties could not have reasonably foreseen is inserted into the

document by staff, the Policy Board, or an advisory committee of the Board, APO staff will

initiate a new round of public engagement (as described above) in order to present the new

material for public scrutiny and feedback prior to fi nal approval of the MTP. The final MTP

will document the public involvement  process, present a compilation ofall public comments
received, and demonstrate the APO6s consideration to t
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Changing the MTP
Changes to the MTP are classified as technical corrections, administrative modifications, or
amendments.

1 Technical Corrections: Minor error corrections that do not change the substance of
the MTP can be made by APO staff without public notice, TAC review, or Board
approval. Examples of such errors include, but are not necessarily limited to,
spelling, syntax, punctuation, verb agreement, and mathematical calculation errors
as long as the correction of such errors does not substantially change the content of
the MTP.
1 Administrative Modifications: More than a technical correction, administrative
modifications make minor changes to the content of the MTP, but do not require a
coordinated review by FHWA or FTA, or a determination of conformity, if applicable,
by these en tities. Administrative modifications may be inclusive of, but not limited
to, the following: descriptive material, traffic or demographic estimates or forecasts,
numerical data, etc. No public notifications are required for administrative
modifications. Ad ministrative modifications require coordination with MnDOT.
Administrative modifications shall be reviewed by the TAC and considered for
approval by the APO Board.
1 Amendments: Major changes to the MTP shall require an amendment. Amendments
are inclusive of , but not necessarily limited to:

0 The addition or deletion of any project or group of projects including those
that are regionally significant in nature;

0 Substantive alterations to the goals, objectives, policies, performance
measures, and  strategies of the MTP;

0 The addition of a project from the illustrative project list with a re -
demonstration  of fiscal constraint (i.e., a project for which no Federal funding
had been previously identified);

o A major change in the project cost and/or proje ct phase initiation dates;

A major change in project design concept or design scope;

o If the total estimated project costs for all projects exceeds the fiscal
constraint threshold (i.e., the estimate of all revenue that is reasonably
expected to be available to pay for projects).

o

An amendment to the MTP is subject to the requirements of the public involvement

process outlined herein. The public notice requirements as outlined earlier in this

section are followed for amendments to the MTP. Following the public input process,
amendments are reviewed by the TAC and considered for approval by the Board.

Development of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Requirements

The TIP implements the policy and investment priorities adopted by the APO in the MTP. In
this way, public comments made as part of the MTP are reflected in the TIP as well. The TIP
is updated annually and is a coordinated listing of short -range transportation improvement
projects anticipated to be undertaken in the next four -year period. All projects included in

the TIP must be consistent with the MTP. The TIP is
transportation projects T including transit, highway, local roadway, bicycle and pedestrian
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investments 1 that are scheduled to receive Federal or state funds, or are regionally
significant regardless of funding source.

The TIP includes a financial plan that demonstrates there are sufficient revenues to ensure
that the funds committed (or programmed) to the projects are available to implement the
projects or project phases.

At a minimum, the TIP shall include the following:

1 Alist identifying all regionally significant projects requiring action by the FHWA or
the FTA within the defined time period after the initial adoption of the TIP;

1 A financial plan demonstrating how the approved TIP can be implemented and an
indication of resources (public or private) that can be reasonably expected to be
available in order to complete the projects;

1 Identification of other financ ial alternatives/strategies to implement projects;

1 An outline of project descriptions and applicable project phases.

The full list of Federal requirements for the development of the TIP can be found in 23 CFR
8450.326 _ (https://bit.ly/2PrUIxS).

Engagement Tactics for the TIP
Following the development of the draft TIP, the document will be made available to the
general public for their review and comment.

The following parameters are used for engaging stakeholders in public opportunities
surrounding the development or amendment of the TIP:

1 Public noticeis posted no lessthan 10 days prior toa public meeting. A legal notice
will be published in the St. Cloud Times, the newspaper of record for the planning
area, posted on the APO website, posted on available social media outlets, and sent
to those identified on the interested persons list.

1 A period of no less than 30 days is provided for which public comments can be
submitted.

1 The public comment period will remain open at least seven calendar days following a
public input meeting to give members of the public time to consider the information
and provide their feedback.

1 All materials made available at public meetings will also be made available
electronically via the APO website in accessible formats so that persons who cannot
attend a public meeting can still receive the information.

1 Upon request, materials may also be provided in alanguage other than English if
feasible and reasonable to do so.

The APO may use other additional forms of public notice including press releases, letters to
the editor, and citizen surveys if deemed appropriate to disseminate public notice
information regarding the TIP development or update.

At a minimum, the public notificati on will include the following information: a brief
description of the anticipated planning process
and effect on the region; a general schedule of

explanation of the opportuniti es that will be available for public comment and participation;
and an APO contact if further information is desired.
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Availability of Draft TIP and Interim Support Materials

The APO shall make the draft TIP available to the public. At such time as a draft TIP is
published, it will be available for public inspection at the APO office, 1040 County Road 4 in
SaintCloud, and on t hwebgit®i®ansccessible format. Print copies of the draft TIP
can be mailed upon request. T ranslation of the draft TIP into additional languages may be
completed upon request and if reasonable and feasible to do so.

Documenting and Addressing Public Input

With due consideration given to public comment or any other applicable information

received from the previous procedural steps, the APO will prepare the final TIP. All

comments received, either through the public involvement process or through the

interagency consultation process, shall be documented in the final TIP, along with a report
on the final disposition of every comment. Groups of similar comments  may be addressed
collectively rather than individually.

If public feedback results in substantive changes to the final draft TIP or if new substantive

material which interested parties coul d not have reasonably foreseen is inserted into the

document by staff, the Policy Board, or an advisory committee of the Board, APO staff will

initiate a new round of public engagement (as described above) in order to present the new

material for public scrutiny and feedback priorto final approval of the TIP.  The final TIP will

document the public involvement process, present a compilation of all public comments

received, and demonstrate the APOO6s consideration to t

Changing the TIP

Changes to the TIP are defined as either technical corrections, administrative modifications,
or amendments. Any changes to the TIP through the use of technical corrections,

administrative modifications, or amendments must be reported to MnDOT to be accurately

reflected in the  State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) (https://bit.ly/2PtICFt).

In order to align the development process of the AP OdI® with Mn D OT®&T#, the APO has

elected to base its policies on the amendment and administrative modificati ons policies

outlined in the memo AMi nnesota Department of Transportation ( Mn
Amendments