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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY?

Trunk Highway (TH) 15 is one of the most challenging 
corridors in the entire state. It exhibits some of the worst 
delays in the region and highest crash metrics of the 
entire statewide highway system. Its regional context and 
connectivity to Interstate 94, US Highway 10, Minnesota 
Highway 23, and County Highway 75 make it one of the 
most critical corridors in the St. Cloud area and surrounding 
region. The higher speeds and capacity characteristics that 
make TH 15 corridor such an asset for drivers, make this 
corridor challenging to cross for all modes of travel, including 
walking and biking. The purpose of the TH 15 Corridor 
Study is to develop realistic solutions to the well-established 
operational, safety, and multimodal challenges currently 
experienced on TH 15.

WHO IS LEADING THIS EFFORT?

The study team consists of the Saint Cloud Area Planning 
Organization, Cities of St. Cloud and Waite Park, MnDOT, 
Stearns County, Metro Bus, and KLJ (consulting firm).

WHAT HAS BEEN COMPLETED SO FAR?

The study team has completed several technical analyses 
to better quantify issues and opportunities. Below are a few 
statistics that were uncovered during this process:

• Traffic Volumes: TH 15 carries upwards of 30,000 
vehicles every day, with as much as 20 to 30 percent 
more traffic during summer weekends. Traffic volumes are 
expected to grow by an additional 8,000 vehicles per 
day by 2045.  

• Congestion and Delays: TH 15 traffic operations are 
expected to completely break down by 2045, with 
delays considered deficient according to statewide 
standards for more than nine hours each day. This 
situation creates several minutes of delay for motorist 
along the corridor and trying to cross the corridor. 

• Travel Time and Reliability: It typically takes 60 
percent longer to travel through the corridor during the 
day, than free flow speeds at night. Travel times are much 
worse during summer weekends and 12 percent longer 
for freight movements. 

• Crash History: TH 15 experiences 267 crashes each 
year. This figure equates to $7.6 million dollars in 
damage making it the highest crash cost corridor in the 
entire State. This includes three intersections ranked in the 
top eight statewide crash rates. 

• Crash Trends: Over ¾ of all crashes can directly or 
indirectly be related to the delays and queueing along 
the corridor. This can come in the form rear-end crashes, 
which can be caused by long queues during peak hours 
or aggressive movements at traffic signals experiencing 
long delays. 

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodations:  
The corridor has minimal pedestrian and bicycle 
amenities. The high speeds, long crossing distances, and 
free-flow right turns can make the corridor feel unsafe 
and inconvenient to cross. Despite the high number of 
potential pedestrian and bicycle generators along the 
corridor, pedestrian and bicycle activity is minimal. 

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety: Between Waite Avenue 
and 33rd Avenue, there have been 43 pedestrian or 
bicycle crashes in the past 5 years. Nearly ¾ of these 
crashes resulted in injuries. 
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While most would agree that improvements are needed along  
TH 15, there is currently no funding programmed for the corridor. 
This study will help identify what improvements are needed and help 
advance requests for funding. 

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

The best way to get involved is to visit the APO website (https://stcloudapo.org/current-plans/current-upwp/th-15-opera-
tions-improvement-study/) or go directly to www.mobilize15.com.  

At the website you’ll be able to:

• Watch video summaries of key issues uncovered during the technical process.

• Provide comments on key issues and opportunities on the Interactive Issues Map.

• Share your improvement priorities using the Values Profile Survey.

You can also send comments directly to the study team’s Public Engagement Coordinator at the following address:

Brenda Thomas 
370 Wabasha Street N #300 
St. Paul, MN 55102

Brenda.Thomas@kljeng.com
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